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The structure of Cree words is illustrated in Figures 1-3 . Nouns consist of a stem that can take a personal prefix to indicate possession and inflectional suffixes. Verb stems take personal prefixes, preverbs indicating tense, aspect or modality, and various derivational and inflectional suffixes. The verb stem has an internal structure with three components: initials (including the category "root" established by Bloomfield 1946), medials, and finals. All three components may consist of more than one morpheme; that is, they may be composed of combinations of initials, medials and finals. (Wolfart 1973; Clark and MacKenzie, In press). Table 1 shows the repartition of the data according to parts of speech. The words containing -eyi-make up 3.3 percent of the total number of words of the corpus. There is a higher percentage of transitive verbs with -eyi-: 5 percent of VTA and 6.65 percent of VTI, for only 2 percent of VII and 2.5 percent of VAI. The morpheme -eyi-is found only in nouns and verbs, never in particles and pronouns. The VTA counterpart of (15a), given in (16), also has a second meaning, showing that more than one type of compound meaning can exist in one verb. 2) 'S/he thinks dirty about him/her.' / 'He has dirty mind about her.' (sexual sense)
To think like this + noun
This pattern is not very frequent, and may be due to the fact that the Cree language has few noun stems to start with. Most nouns are derived from verbs, and the language consists mainly of verbs. In the data examined here, only one example, (17), has a nominal root : Intentionally or not, thoughts can affect oneself, others, and the world.
Conclusions
East Cree is a unique language which "talks about thinking" in its morphology. A morpheme -eyi-classifies a large number of words as mental processes. The examination of a corpus of over 500 words has shown that many common metaphors for thinking, that has been proposed by Jäkel (1995) 1994, 2002) pertaining to the universality of these mental predicates. The fact that Cree verbs are also sentences, and appear in specific syntactic frames, fits neatly with Wierzbicka and Goddard's (In press) further hypothesis about the existence of a universal syntax for the semantic primes. The existence of many feeling words containing -eyi-shows that many feelings result from thinking, and this conclusion is corroborated by elders. This also supports another hypothesis by Wierzbicka (1999) that all languages have words for describing feelings based on certain thoughts.
Another interesting correlation was found between rational and supernatural processes.
Many -eyi-words describe acts that could be called "shamanistic thought processes": divination, telepathy, and curses. It is not surprising then, that the Cree word for "mind" turned out to be quite different in meaning from typical English modern usage. Predominant were the ideas of wholeness, and connection with the greater "mind" of creation (the Great Spirit Obviation is the marking of all 3 rd persons but one as non-topic in a given discourse span. It is an obligatory morphosyntactic feature in Algonquian languages. For information see Wolfart (1973) , and for East Cree, Junker (in press).
Notation: when morphemes are not interpretable separately, a dot "." instead of a hyphen "-" is used.
